


Why is it important to recycle and reuse?

Most of the things we buy and use are made from materials
found on the planet, like oil, plants, rocks and even sand.
The trouble is we only have one planet and we are running
out of these materials. Some scientists think we could run
out before you are the same age as your parents.

How we do

things now Take M ake
Materials Products

How we need
to do things

We need to aim to reuse what we already have time and
time again

But we can all do something about it.

We must remember that waste is not litter, it is very
valuable. It can be reused or recycled into new useful
products. Most of today’s waste can be used for tomorrows
product’s.

Here is a a list of things you and your friends could start
doing:

Reduce - Do | really need it?
Do | really need a straw with my drink? At the moment we
have no way of recycling straws. The same for balloons!

For parents and teachers.

Educational links

Not only is this product a hands-on, creative activity that
seeks to get eyes off screens and back into nature, it is also
designed to link with areas of the National Curriculum being
taught at school.

Key Stage 1-5 to 7 year olds

It would help if you could link in these key areas whilst your
child makes and uses the bird feeder. It directly embraces
the following elements of the KS1 Primary science study of
everyday materials:

- Identifying and comparing the physical properties of a
variety of materials.

- The suitability of different materials for a purpose.

- How different materials change when subject to different
forces or processes.

Q The seal is made out of old car tyres -
which are made from rubber.

Rubber cna be sourced naturally from a rubber tree

(Hevea Brasiliensis) or synthetically (man-made) from
petroleum products. Its properties are; elastic, flexible,
watertight and resilient. It can be shaped by applying heat
and pressure. These properties make it an ideal material for
a seal to stop the water getting into the feeder.

; The base is made out of recycled plant
< —  pots - which are made from a plastic
material.

Plastic is a synthetic (man-made) material made from oil.
Its properties are; waterproof, durable, lightweight and
mouldable. It can be recycled by heating and melting it,
then moulded to shape. These properties make it an ideal
material for a solid long lasting base for the bird feeder.

If I do need it, will it last?
Is it made from recycled materials? Can it be recycled
when | finish with it?

Once | have it, can | make it last longer?
Try and look after it and if my toy breaks, can it be
repaired rather than get a new one?

Reuse - If I don’t want it any longer, can some-

one else use it?
| could give my old toys to charity, or younger brothers,
sisters and friends who might like it?

Recycle - If | do have to throw it away, | need

to make sure | recycle it.

Look to see on the product how | can recycle it so it can be
reused and turned into new products. That way same
material can be reused time and time again.

Show and tell at school.

Perhaps you can take your recycled bird feeder in to
school when you have finished it for show and tell. You can
say how you made it and see if your friends can guess
what the parts are made from? You can even explain why
it is important to recycle and reuse.

Please ask your teacher to email us if they would like a
special class bumper pack of bird feeders so you can all
try and make one!

Key Stage 2 - 7 to 11 year olds
In the KS2 Primary science programme of study, the Bird
Feeder embraces a number of different elements:

Living things and their habitats:

Recognise how humans impact on the environment, both
positively and negatively, therefore understanding the
importance of repsonsibly dealing with our waste and the
importance of the 4 R’s - repair, reduce, reuse and recylce.

Properties and Changes of Materials:

As for Key Stage 1, the Make Your Own Bird Feeder is a
totally new product using waste products by sorting the
waste by the type of material, changing its state by melting
it and then reshaping it for a new purpose. Waste materials
are used to create the whole product.

Recycling

Children directly recycle their own waste tin to create a
bird feeder. They can also see transformative recycling in
action with the seal and the base made from recycled
materials that have been heated, melted and reshaped for
a new purpose.

Encourage your child to question how we use materials in
our modern world. We should always first look to reduce
and reuse, then if need be recycle. Can you and your
family become waste free? What changes would you have
to make and are they actually that hard?

Sometime a little change can make a huge, planet saving
difference

For more information, visit: Circularandco.com/instructions
or contact: Support@circularandco.com



